
 

 

Sing Out Resources 
 

Teaching Notes: Yee Ha Hoe Down 

 

Teaching the song 

 

There is a lot of call and response in this song, sometimes in an exact repeat, 

sometimes where the tune differs in a “question and answer” style. Although there is a 

cowboy and cowgirl involved here, it’s best to divide the class in half and give them the 

chance to sing both parts at different times – when we finally get to sing it together 

we’ll divide the massed choir into two groups, so they could be doing either part. 

 

There is also body percussion in this song. As a warm-up for this, or just as an extra fun 

thing to do, you could play this game – Now Be A Statue. It’s great for attentive 

listening and accuracy. The leader plays a body percussion rhythm for the rest of the 

class to copy back (another kind of call and response), but when they clap the rhythm 

of the phrase, “Now be a statue,” the rest should NOT repeat it, but should freeze into 

a shape like a statue. Here’s a group of children playing it: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q8FiG_BRRQs 

 

More Things To Do 

 

This song was based on a piece of music called Hoe Down from Rodeo by Aaron 

Copland. The resources on the BBC Ten Pieces site are really good – you could do a 

whole scheme of work based on this! 

 

Here’s the main website page with an introductory video which we used when we 

wrote the song – it explains the story: 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/articles/xHY4YjcsgN1Tp31Zdc6Ws1/rodeo-hoe-

down-by-aaron-copland 

 

and here’s six weeks’ worth of music lessons based on the piece: 

 

http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/tv/tenpieces/lessonplans/Copland-lesson-plan-

Primary.pdf 

 

Ginny has also produced an activity sheet with lots of ideas that children could follow 

up independently. 
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